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Introduction

Welcome to the Master program in World Economy and
China at Beijing Normal University. We hope your study at
BNU will be rewarding and your life in Beijing will be both
enjoyable and exciting.
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i - s This brochure is intended as a full guide to the program, for
potential students from all backgrounds who are interested in
- economics and China’s economy. You are welcome to read it
S E CTl O N O N E N, carefully and refer to it if you have any questions. The curriculum

is described, as well as the instruction and assessment methods,

Getting Sta rted in addition to a set of brief syllabi for all courses.

If you have any queries after reading this brochure, please feel
free to contact us at xiejia@bnu.edu.cn or by coming to visit
our office in Room 9409, 4th floor, Jingshi Building on the main
campus.
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The English Taught Master Program in World
Economy and China is a two-year program
with four semesters. In the first two semesters,
there are approximately 4 months of
lectures leading to an examination period
toward the end of each semester; in the last
two semesters, there is a combination of
lectures and guided research dedicated to the
graduation thesis.

We aim to provide students, who, preferably
have but are not required to possess a
background in economics and management
from an undergraduate degree, with
professional trainings in modern economics,
including quantitative tools and techniques
as well as theories and policy analysis, in
addition to an opportunity to apply these in
a piece of supervised research. Furthermore,
we aim to offer a stimulating research-led
environment where students work alongside
leading researchers to develop the skills
required to fulfill their aspirations to become
professional economists, conduct further

BEIJING NORMAL UNIVERSITY

research as PhD students, or become analysts
on some other career path. Specially, unlike
most other economic programs, we also aim
to help our students to gain fundamental
knowledge about China’s society, economy
and culture.

At the end of the program you should be
able to read and understand research papers
and articles in academic journals, build
basic theoretical models, initiate your own
empirical research and evaluate its findings.
The emphasis is not only on students having
the opportunity to do real economic research,
but also on helping to foster the growth of
future business leaders with an international
vision, multicultural communication skills,
and modern management ability.

Our objective is to provide students with
the essential training to pursue a career
in economic analysis, apply economic
knowledge in other fields, or further research
towards a PhD degree.
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Induction and Registration

You should formally enroll as a full time student with the
University’s International Students Office (ISO) in the second
week of every September (exact time subject to change
according to the university calendar and pre-notice) in Room
9910, Jingshi Building. It is important that you go through
this procedure in order to obtain a University Card. The
campus card enables you to use facilities and services such
as the library, cafeteria, and computing and internet services,
including an email account, all of which you will need right
from the very start of the academic year.

Additionally you should report to the Business School in Room
9409, Jingshi Building, directly after completing registration
with the University to finish the enrolment process. There
will be a welcoming ceremony organized by the University,
usually in the second weekend of the semester, which will
provide you with a good opportunity to meet with faculty,
staff and other new students. Furthermore, the School will
host a welcome lunch reception for all incoming students
in the following week. Classes start from the same week of
registration. Details of all important dates are given below.
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Key Contacts

At the beginning of the program, a
member of staff will be allocated to
act as a class tutor to you who will be
there to help you with any problems
you may have. We encourage you to
get to know the class tutor since she or
he can more effectively help you if he/
she is kept up to date of your progress.
Therefore you will be asked to drop by
regularly.

Any problems you have that are course
specific should, in the first instance, be
taken up with the lecturer concerned.

In the event of any difficulties which
cannot be resolved by consulting the
tutor, please refer to the coordinator of
the program (Ms. Xie Jia, room 9409,
Jingshi Building).
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. International  Global Economic
Macroeconomics financeand  Issues and
(3 credits) China Policies
(3 credits) (2 credits)

Microeconomics
(3 credits)

International
Business and
China(3 credits)

Chinese History
and Culture
(2 credits)*

Cross-cultural

International  Development
Exchange and -

Economics Economics Graduation
Management (5 cradits) (2 credits) Thesis
(2 credits) (6 credits)
Research
Chinese* Econometrics Methods
(2 credits) (2 credits) on Empirical
Economics
(2 credits)

International
Marketing
(2 credits)

Topics on
China's
Economic
Development
(2 credits)

Students should complete 32 credits of coursework and thesis, which
include 16 credits of required courses, 10 credits of optional courses and

All courses are delivered in'Englis ization | _ o 6 credits from the thesis (1 credit is equal to 18 class hours). Students
but is not limited to, |é'f‘tu|:gs, case studies, ] ' : are required to acquire basic economic theories and analysis tools,
business practice. The coursg?are.scheauled v \ ! lic understand the mechanism of economic globalization and marketization,

W T (1 » and its impact on the development of China’s economy. Proficiency

in cross-cultural communication and a basic level of Chinese reading,
speaking and writing skills are also required.
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Attending "The World Economy and
China" Master’s program at Beijing Normal
University has been one of the most
rewarding, enjoyable, and interesting
experiences in my life. The quality of
teaching is excellent with a wide array of
courses available in the broad category of
economics. Outside of university, Student
life in Beijing is fantastic. There is always
something new and exciting to discover
and try. The time spent at Beijing Normal
University has been so enjoyable that | am
planning to live and work in China after |

graduate.

—Rory Green, UK

Define a feasible project
allowing for time and resource
constraints;

Develop an adequate
methodology;

Make optimal use of library
resources;

Access data bases, understand
their uses and limitations and
extract relevant data;

Work without the need for
continuous supervision.
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The first task is to determine thesis topic
and two possible supervisors.Topics may be
suggested by course lecturers. Alternatively

you may already know the topic you wish to
pursue. It is critical that you choose a topic
that you are really interested in and not
something that you think sounds good.

Information on potential supervisors will
be made available in a spreadsheet at the
end of the second semester; the document
will include a list of all supervisors, and their
main areas of interest. Alternatively, you
can browse the staff personal web pages for
information, or approach members of staff
directly with your research ideas.

Once you have decided on a topic, and some
possible supervisors, you will be required
to fill out a form indicating your two most
preferred supervisors, your thesis title,
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and a short (max. 200 words) description
of your planned research. This form must
be submitted by the end of week 19 of
Semester 2.

By the second week of Semester 3, time
subject to change, all students will be
allocated supervisors. This allocation is based
on the information given in the form, and we
will do our best to match students with one
of their preferred supervisors.

Changes in title must be approved by
the supervisor. A request for a change in
supervisor must be made directly to the
Program Office. Changes will only be made if
both former and new supervisor agree.

1l
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The role of the supervisor is to give you advice
on the feasibility of your chosen topic and ways
of refining it; provide some references to the
general methodology to be used; offer general
guidance regarding the literature review and
analysis of the chosen topic.

Supervisor Expectations: first, your supervisor
is not expected to spend more than two hours
supervising your thesis, this includes reading
any drafts, email correspondence, as well as
face-to-face meetings. Second, your supervisor
is not expected to be available after the end
of the summer term, or excepted to read
and comment on a final draft of your thesis.
Supervisors are allowed to provide experienced
PhD students during the supervision period to
advise students on data and computer software
issues.




There are two parts in the thesis
proposal stage: a written proposal
and a proposal defense. First, you will
be required to discuss and present
your idea to the supervisor, and the
supervisor will help to focus your ideas.
You will then have to write a detailed
thesis proposal to include literature
review, research plan with methodology,
and the research questions. This should
be minimum length of 2000 words
excluding all appendices, footnotes,
tables and the bibliography.

Then, based on the written proposal
and presentation, you shall get feedback
from the defense board, which allows
you to polish your idea for further
research.

BEIJING NORMAL UNIVERSITY 15
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The thesis itself should be a maximum length of
15000 words, excluding appendices, footnotes,
tables and the bibliography. There is no
minimum word length and concise expositions
are encouraged.

The first page of the dissertation itself should
include the title, your name, date and any
preface and acknowledgements. We have no
particular preference on how you format your
dissertation but detailed guidance on content
and presentation will be given in the Research
Methods Course.

The deadline for submitting the final thesis
will be in late April every graduation year. Any
student who cannot make their deadline due
to medical, or other extenuating circumstances,
will be required to complete an extension form
from the University ISO, the director of the
Program has the discretion to approve or decline
an extension application. If an application
is approved, the student will be permitted
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to submit their thesis at the next biannual
deadline. Suitable medical or other evidence
needs to be supplied by the student within two
weeks of submitting the extension request.
Both paper and electronic copies of the thesis
plus a submission form should be given into the
Program Office. Earlier submission is possible,
but must include the submission form. Note
that extensions will not be granted on the
basis of a student being in full- or part-time
employment or on the basis of undertaking a
summer internship.

The type of the thesis should be double-spaced,
font size 12, with wide margins, on one side of
the page only; material which cannot readily be
typed may be written by hand, We recommend
that you use Microsoft Word which can easily
insert equations. Pages must be numbered.
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To achieve at least a pass, a dissertation must
demonstrate a high level of competence in both
analysis and expression. This can be achieved in
several ways, for instance by:

At least two examiners will assess your thesis
employing standard criteria. No feedback on the
result of your thesis is possible until the thesis
defense. A pass list will then be published. An
official transcript of marks will be provided by the
Graduate School after graduation.

BEIJING NORMAL UNIVERSITY

There will be at least 3 professors in the defense
team, two from our School, and one from our
brother school either in BNU or outside BNU.
The defense will be arranged as a presentation
format, similar to the proposal defense. In the
presentation, each student has to prepare a
10 min. report on the thesis, with 5 min. for
questions and evaluation.

Please be noted that the University will ask for
the cooperation of all students in the provision
of approximately 1000rmb (details of the
amount will be circulated in an official notice) in
cash, to be submitted to the Program Office one
week before the thesis defense. The money will
be used as a compensation for the thesis defense
and review team. It is, of course, a prepaid
money already allocated, and you will then get
refunded from the University Finance Office in
two weeks.
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SECTION FIVE

Useful Notes

There are two main costs in the study-
Tuition fees and living expenses

Academic fees: 40,000 RMB per academic year,
covering tuition, examinations and registration
and some student amenities. The fee may
change in line with inflation. Tuition is payable
at the beginning of each academic year, or later
according to the notice from the Finance Office.

To extend graduation students are required to
pay 20,000 RMB per semester.

Living costs: Around 4000 RMB per month as a
rough guide, this will include accommodation (if
you live off campus you will also have to budget
for local travel and utilities i.e. heating, water,
electricity); food and toiletries; clothes; telephone
charges; laundry costs; books and materials for
your course; leisure, sport and entertainment;
sundries such as haircuts, prescriptions etc. For
campus accommodation, please refer to the
website of BNU International Office http://www.
bnulxsh.com/english/index.htm.
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SECTION SIX

Equal Opportunities Statement

Beijing Normal University recognizing the
value of sustaining and advancing a safe
and welcoming learning environment,
strives to treat both employees and
students with respect and dignity, treat
them fairly with regards to all assessments,
choices and procedures, and to give
them encouragement to reach their full
potential. Therefore the University strives to

BEIJING NORMAL UNIVERSITY 25

treat all its members on the basis of merit
and ability alone and aims to eliminate
unjustifiable discrimination on the grounds
of gender, race, nationality, ethnicity or
national origin, political beliefs, religious
beliefs or practices, disability, marital status,
family circumstances, sexual orientation,
spent criminal convictions, age or any other
inappropriate ground.




